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According to the report of his agents,

Mr. William Jennings Bryan ts making
j about 100.000 a year ffom his lectures.
Mr. Charles L. Wagner, secretary of the

Slayton lyceum bureau, which manages

his lecture tcfurs, tells me that he has
tilled 170 dates during the year 1907, and
that his receipts for the season have aver¬

aged more than $300 for each appearance.
Mr. Bryan stands at the head of the list of

platform speakers today for the size of
his audiences, for the receipts at the box

office, and for the demands for his appear¬
ance.
"Mr. Bryan's regular charge at chau-

tauquas," said Mr. Wagner, "is the first
1 $230 taken at the gate and half of all the

receipts over $c00, not including season

tickets. He is the only man who can make
such a liberal contract. For evening lec¬
tures in a course he charges $-00 rash
as a guarantee and half of ali the receipts
at the door. For single evening lectures
not in a regular course he asks half the
gross receipts.
"His average for the season under these

terms has been more than $300 a lecture,
and he has probably filled 175 dates under
our management without including his
political speeches. He started out on the
ttth of January last and spoke almost
every day until September 10, frequently
twice a day, and once during the summer
three times, morning, afternoon and even¬
ing. in three different towns In Iowa. In
addition to these he has made a larze
number of political speeches during the
year; he has spoken at conventions, ban¬
quets. college commencements, Y. M. C. A.
and church meetings, and on other occa¬
sions without a fee, of which I have kept
no record.

Bryan's Conditions.
"Mr. Bryan uses a special form of con¬

tract. prepared by himself, which differs
in terms from the contracts of all other
lecturers. The chief features of his con¬

tracts are the stipulation that the general
admission to his lectures shall not exceed
fifty cents; that he will not lecture under
Individual management or where the
profits go to Individuals. The contract
reads: 'It Is further expressly understood
and agreed that this engagement is given
under the auspices of some church, Young
Men's Christian Association, lecture
course, literary, educational, fraternal or
charitable Institution, and all profits real¬
ized from this lecture shall be used for the
benefit of said auspices under which said
lecture is given. It is further understood
that should this lecture be given under
the auspices of a lecture course, there
shall be not less than two other lecturers
advertised to appear on said course of
entertainment.'
"Mr. Bryan never speaks for money on

Sunday, except at chautauquas, where an
admission fee Is charged. He prefers to
speak to free audiences on that day, and
nearly every Sunday during the last sum¬
mer he spoke at least once, and usually
twice, for some church, some Y. M. C. A.
or some college. He always likes to visit
small colleges^ and help them. I do not
know what he charges for political
speeches or what arrangements he makes.
I have never had anything to do with
them.

Bryan's 'Three Lectures.
1^,'jWe advertise* three lectures for him,
.Tjfe^rlnce of Peace' he likes the best
hlpagK. and it /is the most popular with
thefleople. Itfls a eulogy of Jesus Christ
ejid it is teachings, and his description of
tne omciiixion is one of the most elo-
flteat^word-paintlngs ever heard by hu-
irttfnears. He has delivered that lecture
at least 600 times and never varies a word
in delivery.. His memory is so accurate
that he utfcel makes a mistake. 'The
Value /t)T an Ideal' is an older lecture,

^.nfl-TtJthough it ia not delivered so often
t hese days It has probably been heard
quite as many times as the other. "The

World and Its Ways' is his new
lecture anft-4k the result of his recent
tAir around the world. He delivered this
ar many chautauquas last summer, and
probably 130 times altogether during the
past year.
"The greatest indoor audience Mr.

vBryan ever bad was at Seattle last
Tlanuarjj where he delivered 'The Priiwo^. Peace* to 8,000 people, and his receipts
flfcover $2,000. The greatest audience
hi?lNiwr addressed at a Chautauqua was
at Carthage. Mo., where 12,000 people
gathered to hear him.
"He closed his tour for 1907 on the 10th

of September with the exception of a few
political engagements in the south. I
wanted him to give me one lecture In
Chicago in a "course that we had adver¬
tised there, but he declined because It
woudl be a violation of his rule not to
speak for the profits of Individuals."
"Did Mr. 3ryan deliver any lectures

abroad?"
Quoted Low in London.

"When he started on his tour a-ound
the world he asked me to have our Lon¬
don representative arrange a few dates
for him in England. The latter replied
he feared it would be Impossible. He ex¬

plained that Mr. Bryan was not popular
in England, and he did not think the
public would pay to hear him speak. The
British people did not take any interest
in American politics and did not have
much respect for American politicians,
while Mr. Bryan personally was princi¬
pally known in England because of his
sympathy for the Boers during the South
Atrican war. The writer closed his let¬
ter by saying that he did not think Mr.
Bryan would d-aw three shillings in
London. I sent this letter to Mr. Bryan
and he read it at Franklin, Ohio. Imme¬
diately after the lecture that brought
him the largest receipts of that summer.
It appealed to his sense of humor, and he
replied that it came Just in time to keep
him from getting 'chesty.' He said that
he Intended to frame it as a reminder. A
month later, while he was in our offic in
month later, while he was in our office in
agent In I^ondon stating that he had an
offer of B pounds for one lecture from
Hryan in that city and a-sfced me to cable
the reply. Mr. Bryan read the letter and
then remarked: 'That isn't a bad in¬
crease; he has raised the quotations for
my lectures from 3 shillings to 5 pounds
in three weeks. Just watch the market,
and when the bids reach a reasonable
figure take a few dates.'
"Mr. Bryan did not lecture in Londonfor money." and Mr. Wagner. "He spokefor the American Society on the Fourthof July, and at the international peace

congress, where he made a great sensa¬tion.

Popular Call for Bryan.
"Mr. Bryan has a standing offer from

Winnipeg for two nights for a thousand
dollars a night. The managers of the "

lecture course there explain that tiiev
could not accommodate all who want to
hear him at a single lecture, and insist
that he shall give them two nights, but
he has not accepted. We have on file more
than 1,200 applications for the present
winter and for next summer, but have
been compelled to refuse them because Mr.
Bryan has decided not to appear upon the
lecture platform again until after the
presidential campaign. He could get an
engagement for every night in the year
on his regular terms of $200 a night and
half the gate money. He is in greater
demand than ever, and I think his popu¬
larity has Increased instead of diminished,
judging from the anxiety of the lecture
managers throughout the United States toi

secure liim. We have been acting as his
agents for four years and have booked
him for an average of 150 lectures a year
during that time. He has never allowed
us to book him in Nebraska. He lias nev¬
er lectured for money In that state and
lias declined to do so repeatedly. In his
settlements with committees he has been
more generous and considerate than any
lecturer I have ever handled. If his audi¬
ence Is kept away by the tain or by any
accident he never insists upon his full
price. He always gives the managers the
benefit of all doubts. He lias never had a
dispute of any sort, although I have
known of several occasions when he has
been very badly treated. Nor will be al¬
low us to engage in a dispute over^receiptsand settlements on his account."

Other Popular Lecturers.
"Who is next in popularity among Amer¬

ican lecturers?" I asked Mr. Wagner.
"Maud Balllngton Booth." he answered

promptly. "Although she does not speafe
so often as Mr. Bryan, her receipts will
average quite as much as his, and every
dollar she earns Is expended In her prison
relief work. She Is a noble and a beauti¬
ful woman, and the greatest favorite upon
the American platform.
"Mrs. Florence Maybrick. who was re¬

cently released from a British prison
after serving fifteen years' sentence on a
charge of having poisoned her husband,
Is proving to be a very successful plat¬
form speaker. She is winning great popu¬
larity. She has made a good impression
everywhere. She Is a woman of remark¬
able talents and character. She lias a
fine stage presence, an admirable deliv¬
ery, and 'has a message to the American
people which is intensely interesting. She
speaks for prison reform. She has visited
twenty prisons in the United States, has
thoroughly inspected every one of them,
and makes personal references to them
in her lectures, which brings the subject
of prison reform directly home to the
people. .

"Dr. Frank Gunsaulus of Chicago and
Dr. Hillis of Brooklyn retain their popu¬
larity and are always in demand for all
the dates they are able to fill. I could
double the number of their engagements
every year if they would permit me to
do so, and they command the highest
prices.
"Gov. J. Frank Hanley of Indiana, how¬

ever. is the best all-round lecturer among
public men," continued Mr. Wagner. "If
he were absolutely unknown the strength
of his lecture would make him a success
and give him an unusual reputation the
first season. He spoke at a large num¬
ber of chautauquas last summer on 'The
Patriotism of Peace," and has the dis¬
tinction of receiving more return invita¬
tions than any man who his ever 'been
on our list except Mr. Bryan and the late
Sam Jones of Georgia."

Objections to Tillman.
"I understand you have dropped Till¬

man!"
..yes, we had to drop Senator Till¬

man," said Mr. Wagner. "We declined to
act as his agents any longer because we

cannot approve his methods or liis man¬
ners or language upon the platform. He
is always in demand; .he always draws large
audiences, and has made a great deal of
money lecturing; but wherever he speaks
he creates a sensation and a controversy,
and sometimes a riot is threatened. He
provokes the public temper and often his
audiences are furious with him. The com¬
mittees always complain of him and
everywhere 'he speaks there are public
protests against' his language and be¬
havior.
"There Is a unique lecture course at

Kewanee, 111.," said Mr. Wagner, "sup¬
ported by President Hewlltt of the West¬
ern Tube Works. That company em¬
ploys 3,100 men and does a great deal for
their instruction and entertainment. They
have an auditorium seating exactly that
number of people, in which they have a
course of five lectures every season. H«.
engages the best talent ihe can get and ad¬
mission is free to employes of the com¬
pany.
"There Is an endowed lecture course

at New Harmony. Ind., the old Rappite
Community founded by Robert Dale
Owen. Some prominent mem'oer left a
legacy which yields sufficient interest to
pay for ten or fifteen lectures a year.
The admission is free, although 5 and 10
cents are charged for reserved seats.
That and one at Concord. N. H., are the
only endowed lecture courses I know of
in America."

Dismal Professions.
From the British Medical Journal. .

The question was recently asked in a

newspaper, "What is the most dismal of
professions?" Among those that occurred
to us as having a claim to be so consider¬
ed were grave digging, scavenging, listen¬
ing to parliamentary orations through an

all-night sitting, and the writing of poems
or articles.that nobody reads. The

washing of dishes may be made interest¬
ing if done scientifically.

Open Air for Young Consumptives.
Vienna Cor. Pall Mall Gazette.
Under the auspices of the Alland Insti¬

tution for Consumptives an interesting ex-

perlment was made during the summer
in open-air treatment for young children
infected with tuberculosis. Forty-eight
little patients whose ages ranged between
four and thirteen years were treated fur
five months with very gratifying results.
At the end of this time forty children
were sent home apparently quite cured,
six showed very slight traces of the dis¬
ease, and'only two were in about the same
condition as when they entered, while
thflr general health was better.
These last eight cases had. alreadyreached a serious stage when the treat¬

ment began. All the children had gained
In weight from two to eighteen pounds.
The experiment will be continued with
more vatients next year.

G. A. R. at White House.
Members of the Grand Army of the Re¬

public will make their customary .New
Year call on the President. Newton Fer-
ree, department commander, requests that
the comrades, both resident and visiting,
assemble at department headquarters at
11:30 o'clock a.m., January 1, in full (J.
A. R. uniform, with white gloves and the
badge of the order or in dark clothes.
None but members of the G. A. R. willbe permitted in line.

NERVOUS, WEAK,
RUN-DOWN I§iH

THOUSANDS or WOMEN. WHO SUFFERED
FOR YEARS, HAVE BEEN RE3TORED

TO COMPLETE HEALTH BY
SfUARTS CALCIUM WAFERS.

TRIAL PACKAGE FREE.

Are you nervous. weak, tired, run down, dis
plrlted. easily exhausted.in other words, do >oufeel like a dishrag at times? Do you ever bate
to stop right in the middle of your work to take
a rest?
Nearly every woman has these miserable ex¬

periences. and many such sufferers seek relief In
secret remedies, containing harmful drugs and
cheap alcohol. If you are doing tills, stop it
now. before you ruin yonr health completely.Tour condition Is t.-d enough without making It
worse.
You need a tonic that will brace up the

nervous system, cleanse the bowels. liver aud
kidneys, and fcnrlch the blood. The best, purest,
safest preparation to do this Is Stuart's Calcium
Wafers.
Stuart's Calcium Wafers sre not a sccret rem¬

edy. Ttiey do not contain harmful drugs, nor do
they lose their medicinal power as noat liquidmedlalnes do, because tbest- wafers are in tablet
or lozenge form, which cannot deteriorate or
evapora te.
. Stuart's Calcium Wafers contain sulphide of
calcium, the strongest blood pt rider luown; also
golden aeal. quassia, eucalyptus, belladonna, am]
the vegetable alteratives and laxative*. 'These
Ingredients will reatore the normal ac.lon of the
bowels, liver and kidneys: invigorate tLe nerves
and brain: make pure, rich, healthy blood; drive
away that tired, worn-oat feeling and make you
feel ten years younger.
You ran obtain Stuart's Calcium Wufeia In

sny drug store at only fifty cents a box, but if
}OU have any doubts as to the merits of these
wonderful calcium wafers, why send us your
name and address and we will send you a free
sample package, so you can give them a fair
trial and convince yourself. Write today. Ad¬
dress y. A. Stuart Co.. 115 Stuart Bide-. Mar¬
shall, Mich. V '

\

EASY to buy"THE SIORE THAT SAVES YOU MONEY" ®@ tASY TO PAY lift'ft(9)(8X8)(8)
<§>

An examination of the stock after the Xmas selling discloses many lines of Furniture that must be reduced.many
odd pieces that must be closed out. To make this "clean=up" of stock as thorough as possible we have cut our regular
UNDERSELLING PRICES TO THE VERY EXTREME.creating bargains that are well worth while profiting by. You
can buy ON CREDIT.arranging to PAY A LITTLE AT A TIME AS YOUR CONVENIENCE PERMITS. Investigate these
and many other BARGAINS OFFERED FOR MONDAY AND THE REST OF THE WEEK.

Matchless Steel Range,

|ll

$55 Value, (J» 'JA
Special for $07, #0
Every One Sold Under an
Absolute Guarantee Bond.
A Substantially Built Steel Plate

Range, handsomely finished, asbes¬
tos lined, and equipped with an
enormous fire box. It burns soft
coal, hard coal or wood evenly and
¦without waste. It fs the only range
that will give satisfactory service
for a lifetime. Come in and have
us explain the many merits ox the
Matchless Range. Genuine 156.00
value; sold under an absolute guar-
antea for 10 years -5
.a. bond with every Jhjy y ^range.for ^'

We can furnish 10-gallon reser¬
voir with this Range at a small ad¬
ditional charge, or we can equip the
Range with hot-water coils for
he3ting any size boiler.

$12.50 Stove,
Full Nickeled,
Guaranteed,

$7.75
Just received an¬

other shipment of
these Full Nickel-
trimmed Guaran¬
teed Parlor Stoves
from \he Mncoln
Stove and Range
Company. Hand¬
some, substantial
stoves that regu¬
larly sell for $12.30.
Our special under¬
selling price,

$7.75

Reversible Shirvan
Brussels

Rugs
A belated shipment

of these Desirable Re¬

versible Shirvan Brus¬
sels Rugs goes on

sale Monday at a frac¬
tion of actual valuea.

« ft.xO ft. rUKBieorth $12.50, <
for H
worth $12.50. $7#7"5
1 ft « in.xlO ft. «

In. Rugs,
5Tw $10.95
0 f!.x12 ft. Rugs,

£f«r SI 5-50

# This Imperial Nickel=plated Kettle,
5=qt. Size,

Worth $1.25, for

000 more Kettles go on
sale Monday at a special
bargain price, promised to
have another supply in a
few weeks, und here they
are:
Fine Imperial Xickel-

plated Kettle, exactly like
illustration; full 5-quart
size; ebonized handle and
lift to lid; reinforced bot¬
tom. Regularly 1 g-\
sold for $1.25. Spe-
cial Monday for....

A Case of Guaranteed
Silverware FREE with

® Every $25.00 Purchase.
An especially attract¬

ive present for those
who bnv $25 worth of

goods. The case con¬

tains one dozen tea¬

spoons, sugar spoon
and butter knife, and
there is a five-year
guarantee in each case.

Morris Chairs at Cut Prices
Fine Solid Oak Morris Chair,with full spring back and seat;big variety of reversible velour

cushions. Regular 57.00 c 5 n c
value. Reduced to mJO.VO

Handsome Solid Oak
Morris Chair, highly pol¬
ished; best spring con¬
struction; reversible ve¬
lour cushions.
Worth $8.00.
Reduced to....,

Boston Leather Morris
Chair, claw arms; full
spring construction. Reg¬
ular $12.50 val-

$5.75

ue. Reduced to..'

Elegant Quartered Oak
Morris Chair, claw feet:
best springs; handsome
reversible cushions;
value. Re¬
duced to $12.50

$13.50
Dresser,
$8.75

Fine Solid
Oak Dresser,
quartered oak
front, shaped
French - plate
mirror; brass
handles;worth
$13.50; reduc¬
ed to

$8.75

$1.10 Cane Seat ®
~ Chair,
69c ®
Solid Oak

Dining or

B e d r p o m

Chafr; hand-
caned seat;
well worth
$1.10; special
bargain price,

69c

| $45 PARLOR SUITES, $29.75
Beautiful Five-piece Parlor

Suite; highly polished crotch ma-
hogany frames; best spring con¬
st ruction: upholstered In
French-cut verona or satin dam¬
ask; $45 value.
Extra special _

bargain at. $29.75
$24 3-piece Parlor Suite; ma¬

hogany-finish frames; uphol¬
stered in dam¬
ask. Special]$15.75

Brass and Iron Beds Reduced.
White and Green

Iron Beds, strong
and rigid. Worth
$".50. Special sale
price

Enameled

$1.95 «§
Enameled Iron Bed,

trimmed, heavy
posts and close fill¬
ers. Worth $5.50.
Special sale price..

brass-

$3.50
Heavy, Continuous Post Iron

Bed; brass-trim- _ _ _

rred. Worth $0. ^
Special sale price.. Sr*-* * *

$24 Davenport for $14.95
Fine Davenport

like cut; can be
converted into a
full . length single
bed; solid oak carv¬
ed trame; uphol¬
stered in French
cut verona; tufted
back and seat; $24
value. .Keduced to

$14.95

$8.50 Hair Mattress, $5.75

AII-fcair Mattress, covered with neat a* mm « _

ticking. full tufted; regular $fe_5o kind.
# JSpecial underselling price..

$19.75
Extension

Table, $14.50
Massive Imperial Oak Pedestal

Extension Table; highly polished
round top, with 10-inch pedestal
and carved feet, a very hand¬
some piece of furni¬
ture. Worth $10.75.
Keduced to....

tciy nana-

$14.50

m
w
m

FREE
A 32-piece
Dinner Set
FREE with
every $25
purchase
to those
who do not
want the
silver.

FREE
A 26-piece
Silver
Service
FREE to
every one
who buys
$50 worth
of
Furniture.

OPEN LATE SATURDAY UNDERSELLING PRICES CRLJiT IS YOUR PURSE

OPIUM PIPES BTJENED.

Celebration of Prohibition of Drug
in Hanchow.

From the New York Sun.

The Chinese take their form of pro¬
hibition festively. At the great, fall
celebration in Ilanehow, the capital of
the province of Tsekiang, all the opium
pipes in the city were solemnly de¬
stroyed. The occasion was the decree

of the imperial government forbidding
the use q| opium in China.
All the opium joirtts had been closed

some time previously, and all the ap¬
paratus carefully collected, and pre¬
served at the lieudquarters of th.5 pro¬
vincial treasurer. Owners of private
layouts were invited to send them in
before the festival, and a great number
did so.
On the day set for the feast a vast

crowd gathered in the sauitro front

of the treasurer's yamen. On two raised
spaces, visible from all parts of the
city, the pipes and tools ror cooking
the drug were neatly built into pyres.
The pipes alone made a block seven

feet high and six feet square. There
were 10,000 of them neatly tied in
bundles. .

All around the heaps were lligstaffs
from which scarlet festival banners
fluttered, and when the ceremony was
about to begin the uniformed students
of the city marched into the square
with banners flying afttl headed by
Cbiuese music. .Last of all vame the

mandarins in gala costume, carried In
sedan chairs.
Then many bales of straw were

brought in and piled up with the in¬
struments of the prohibited indulgence,
and many gallons of kerosene were
poured over all until the stra*- 'was
saturated with it. Then many mean-
tatiens were performed to conjure awaythe' devils, who are supposed in China
to upset moral resolves, and hnally a
flaming torch was applied to the two
piles.
The flames leaped far up inti the air.

and as they did so a salute of artillery

was fired, the bands played their nois¬
iest selections, and the 50,000 spectator*
all over the city howled like demons.
In half an hour there was only a pail¬
ful of blackened ashes left.
On the same night the square before

the yamen was illuminated with the
lamps that had been used to cook the
opium, hung in fanciful designs on the
fronts of the public buildings.

There are 1.017 women to l.ono men in
England, but in Italy only to c«cb
1,000.


